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trade in defiance of the Law at anytime before 1899, they have now a strong-
er claim, for it docs not in the slightest degree matter whether they were
trading immediately before the war or not. The test is whether they ever
traded in the Transvaal before the war; and if they did, they at least have
the right to do so now in accordance with the policy that the British Govern-
ment followed during the Boer regime, for any Indian who entered the
Transvaal and established himself in trade before the war knew that he
could set up in trade any time he liked and break it up and renew it. We,
therefore, feel that if any justice is to be done to the British Indians, the
Reference to the Commission will have to be considerably widened. Mr.
Burgess, Supervisor of Asiatics, gave evidence before the Commission,
and he clearly stated that very few Indians (3) were granted licenses after
the war, unless they could prove to his satisfaction that they were doing
business in the Transvaal outside Locations before the war. All those In-
dians, therefore, (as has always been contended by the British Indian Asso-
ciation,) who are now licensed to trade outside Locations,have already
proved their right to do so, in accordance with Mr. Burgess* statement.
At the risk of repeating, we may add that no conditions were attached to
the issue of these licenses, and, according to our view of right and wrong,
it will be a miscarriage of justice if a single British Indian trader who is
now doing business in the Transvaal outside Locations is interfered with*
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124. NATAL DEALERS' LICENSES ACT
At Weenen the other day, seven Indian traders appealed to the Local
Board against the decision of the Licensing Officer who had refused all the
seven applications for dealers' licenses* From, the evidence given, it would
appear that one of them is a store-keeper of eight years* standing; the
others arc also old store-keepers having held Kceneses to trade for several
years. The Licensing Officer declined to renew these licenses, hence the
appeal to the Local Board. One of the applicants gave evidence to the
effect that he had held a license for eight years and that his books were
kept by his English book-keeper from time to time out of rough memo-
randa kept by him, The others, too, had the same system of book-keep-
ing. After hearing these cases for two days, the Board decided that it was
not satisfied with the system of book-keeping and, therefore, upheld the
decision of the Licensing Officer, If things continue to be managed in this
fashion, we are very much afraid that almost every Indian store-keeper will
be swept away* It is a matter of common knowledge that petty storekeepers
are*not in a position even to keep books. Their transactions are all in cash,
They buy and sell largely for cash and it is exceedingly hard to expect
these people to keep any books at all In the present instance, the men
have made an attempt to keep books in the English language. Evidently,
the Board expects them to keets their books through competent book-keepers